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My Experience of Learning Chinese Poetry

“The Yellow Crane Pagoda empty as ancestors from the earth were
torn. The sky with only white clouds vacant a thousand years”. This
excerpt is from a translation (by Dr.X.Zhou and T.Gourdon) of a
classical Chinese poem, Huang He Lou, by 8 th century Tang
Dynasty poet Cui Hao. It is about the poet’s feelings of melancholy
and longing for his ancestors that have left the mortal world, to
depart into the realm of immortality — represented by the yellow
crane.

The piece provides us with a deep insight into Chinese language,
culture and philosophy. It is an example of how valuable poetry can
be in foreign language studies.

In August, Chinese language students from Years 7-10 participated
in a poetry competition,competing against others in their year level.
My Year 10 Chinese class studied and learnt the piece referenced in
the above paragraph, Huang He Lou (The Yellow Crane Pagoda).
We explored the meaning, context and language behind the poem
which enriched our understanding of Chinese culture. Through
practice, in both the class-room and at home, we gradually became

more fluent and accurate in reciting the piece. It was quite difficult
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to accurately pronounce the tonal inflections and clearly express the
poem. In order to articulate the words correctly we had to pay careful
attention to use the correct tones. Our awareness of tones and their
importance in the Chinese language increased as we progressed. To
address these difficulties in class, we studied each character in the
poem to discover the exact meaning and pronunciation with the
correct tone. Even first language Chinese speakers appreciate the
difficulty of reciting Chinese classical poems, so through a lot of
practice we were able to recite the piece.

| personally enjoyed learning the poem because the tonal aspect was
difficult to master. Every tone had to be pronounced correctly for
the poem to have the correct meaning and expression. It was
challenging at times to consistently pronounce the correct tones.
Additionally, it was interesting to learn about the cultural aspect of
the poem and the significance of the Yellow Crane Pagoda.

The poetry competition was a great part of our language studies this
year. It gave us avaluable insight into foreign culture and directly
contributed to our spoken language abilities.

By James Woodland 2014 Chinese Poetry Competition 1 st Place

Winner, Year 10
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The Kinship Terms Rhyme
By Dr. X. Zhou &amp; T. Gourdon

Dad’s Dad is called Grandpa “yeye”,

Dad’s Mum is called Grandma “nainai’;

Mum’s Dad is called outside Grandpa “waigong”,
Mum’s Mum is called outside Grandma;

Dad’s elder brother is called Uncle “bobo”,
Dad’s younger brother is called Uncle “shushu’;
Dad’s sisters are called Aunty “gugu”.

Mum’s brothers are called Uncle “jiujiu”,
Mum’s sisters are called Aunty “ayi”;

Chinese has so many kinship terms,

It’s enough to make your brain wriggle

Like a tin of worms,

You must never make any mistake

With these words of many different forms.
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A Visit to Lotus Garden
By Sarah Chen

White clouds flow high in sky blue,

Pink Lotuses flourish in late June.

To the Lily Pond we come,

Five happy ladies,

Leaving all the chores at home.

We laugh, we sing, we joke,

All drunk by the fragrance of pink flowers.
Lotus, lotus,

You smile and dance like young ballerina,
Your leaves open like silk umbrella.

Pure and pretty,

Lovely and lofty,

| am taking you home ——

On my canvas.
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The Brisbane Moon

— BN RFIME R 7T H RIK %

Whose fingernail is this, up high in the Brisbane sky?
Like a new moon, more refined and brighter.

What manicurist polished it, to such perfection?
Shinier than a waxing crescent, of a pre-industrial era.

Who put it there, or is it a reflection
Of the finger tip of a nymph, moon-bathing after dinner?

Tell me, belle, where are you going tonight, and the nights after?
So | may chart the orbit of that splendid sliver of silver.
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The Brisbane Clouds

— BN RFIME R 7T H RIK %

That evening, in Brisbane,
Mahadeva turned his trident
Into a paint brush.

He dipped it into a rainbow,
Soaked up all the colors,
And scattered them

Across the western sky.

“Mourn not the demise

Of the arc,” hesaid.

“All paintings

Are rearrangements of colors;
All destructions, reconstructions.
In these evening clouds

The rainbow remains.”
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The Brisbane Sun
WU REEAME R 7T % K%

Lest you burn me, you've kept your distance,
Millions of miles away.

Still 1 yearn to be closer to you,
As a baby to its mother, a wanderer, home.

Lest I lose my sleep, you will soon set,
As you do daily, behind the Brisbane horizon.

Yet | wish you'd forever stay,
For nights are long, mornings frosty.

Lest | get lost in darkness,
You light the Moon that lights me.

Like a father turning on the night lamp
Before he switches off the ceiling light.

Though the Moon is closer,
It is not as warm, nor as bright.

So | will build a fire
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To compensate for your aloofness,

And befriend fireflies
To dance away my loneliness,

Until the day I run out of matches,
And exhaust my steps.

I will then levitate toward your warmth,
And melt in your embrace.
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